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Tranmere Rovers
Y

Swindon Town
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YSHIRE FSVA.

Houses wanted any district

Property Management
Valuations
Building Society
Mortgages
Second Mortgages 68 GRANGE ROAD WEST,
Commission BIRKENHEAD
from
2% Telephone 652 1451-2

Where the Wirral eats
and sleeps well —

close to Raby Mere and Bromborough
Luxury Bedrooms, excellent food & service

Open for SUNDAY BUFFET LUNCH.

DIBBINSDALE Residential Hotel & Restaurant
FOR RESERVATIONS RING 051-334 5171,
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Wed., 23rd October 1974
K.0., 7-30 p.m.

EDITORIAL

With only 48 hours between our
matches this week-end, it has been
necessary to provide the printer
with copy in advance of Saturday’s
clash with Huddersfield Town, but,
as usual, we must hope at this
stage that our League position is

looking healthier tonight.

One thing that has been over-
looked by a lot of people who
view our placing in the lower
reaches of the Third Division is
that we have had a heavy prog-
ramme away from home. From Sat-
urday’s match against Huddersfield
we could look forward to six at
home out of the next eight. That
takes into account the postponed
mateh against Peterborough United
which hag now been rearranged
for Monday, December 2nd.

The other home games are
against Brighton, Preston North
End and Hereford United, all very
attractive — or should be — from
a crowd-pulling viewpoint, while
next Saturday we have our ‘derby’
match against Wrexham at the
Racecourse,

You don’'t have to be a grey-
beard to remember when Rovers’
visit to Wrexham meant traffic
packied roads all the way from
Wirral into Wales. But, tempor-

arily at least, those days are behind
us and it will be a pleasant surprise
if more than a hundred or two
Roverites make the trip. Neverthe-
less, it will be good to hear a
friendly voice from what can be
hostile terraces. So do your best
to get there.

In these gloomy days there is
one little bit of brightness shining
out like a good deed in a naughty
world. We refer now to the
recently established Wirral Lottery
our very own fund-raising scheme
which, in the capable hands of
David Exall and his lieutenants
hag virtually rocketed to popularity
as the most attractive of any being
promoted on Merseyside.

The big prizes (£100 top award)
are won EVERY WEEK and what
is more the names of the winners
are made known immediately. Even
if you haven't seen the winning
number there is no need to worry.
All winners are notified.

A recent court ruling in South-
ampton made it illegal to advertise
a Lottery such as ours, but should
any reader be interested enough to
want to help Rovers full details are
available at the club office and the
Supporters’ Association office at the
entrance to the car park.



The Robins hop in

The writer hag a sharp and vivid
recall of the last time Rovers met
the ‘Robins’. That was on a frosty
night in February 1959, a m:tter of
10 days or so before Swindon were

to meet and beat Arsenal 3-1 in extra

time in the final of the League Cup
at Wembley.

Having lost 5-3 at Prenton Park
in what is still remembered as one
of the best games played here, we
were apprehensive about our fate at
the County Ground. But that turned
out to be another great battle, Swin-
don winning by a Don Rogers goal
two minutes from the end.

They went on to win promotion
to the Second Division for the sec-
ond time, returning to the Third at
the end of last seagon.

It ig interesting to note that
although the ‘Robins” spent 43 years
in the Third Division before being
promoted for the first time in
1963, they appeared in the F.A. Cup

semi final in 1910 and again in
1912,

Their star at that time was Harold
Fleming, an _inside-forward, who
played nine times for England.

PEN PICTURES

Goalkeeper Jim Barron joined
Swindon from Nottingham Forest at
the start of the season, having served
Wolves, Chelsea, Oxflord United
(152 appearances) and Forest (155)
on his way to Wiltshire.

John MecLaughlin is from North
London, but had two  or three
seasong with Colchester, before
moving to Swindon to take the
place of Welsh internafional Rod
Thomas, transferred to Derby Co,
At the County Ground he teamed
up with John Trollope, who made
his debut against Tranmere 15
years ago and ig now nearing his
600th T.eague appearance.

Terry Hubbard’s birthplace is
piven as Sebastopol and sounds
like an echo of the Crimean War.
And this sturdy midfield playeris
certainly a_batfler. In his third
season in the first team.

'] ' Swindon
% o Town

Ron Potter is a Midlander who
made eight first team appearances
for West Brom before joining the
Robing three years ago.

Joe Butler from Newcastle -on-
Tyne, where he began his carcer
at St. James' Park, is Swindon’s
second longest servant with close
on 330 appearances.

Dave Moss from neighbouring
Oxfordshire is in his third season
at the County Ground.

Wilf Dixon is another veteran of
many wars having served Arsenal,
Reading and Colchester before
moving to Wiltshire. He is regarded
mostly as a defender, but manager
Danny Williams is making use of
Wilf’s experience in a midfield
role.

Peter Eastoe set up a new trans-
fer record for the club when he
joined them last season from
Wolves for a reported £80,000. It
was the Robins’ gamble in a bid to
stay in the Second Division.

Hugh McLean, Town's most
recent  acquisition from West
Brom has the unigue distinetion of
being the only native of the Outer
Hebrides playing in the Football
League, He was born in Stornaway.

Tom Jenkins will understand if
we say that the memory of hislast
game at Prenton Park gives us no
pleasure at all. On that occasion
he scored a haf-trick for Reading.
It was also the night that George
Yardley virtually ended hig career
as Rovers’ No. 1 goalscorer when
he had his cheekbone smashed. A
week later Jenkins signed for
Southampton for £60.000.



That ‘For Sale’ Notice

It was revealed over the week-
end that Rovers had circularised
clubs in/ the League that they had
players for sale in all positions.
That might have seeemed a very
disturbing thing. In fact, some
pelople regarded it as a ‘team for
sale’,

It was, of course, nothing like
that. The truth was-and 1s-that
Rovers had reached the point where
they could no longer hold on to
every player on_ their staff in the
face of enquiries from senior
clubs, but only one player was for
sale. Who that player may turn
out to be is in the hands of clubs
in search of fresh blood

When a deal has been made —
assuming that one will be mede —
Rovers will then close ranks once
arain and only an offer that can-

not be refused will lure young tal-
ent away from Prenion Park.

This was a day we had hoped to
avoid. Pledges were given that no
player wouid leave Prenton Park
if the Public of Birkenhead and
Wirral showed that they really
wanted a better brand of football
here. To do that they had to come
through the turnstiles. They have
not done so. They have not met
their side of the bargain and, like
any other well-run company
Rovers must pay their bills.

But there isn’'t a team for sale.
Just one — or at the most two
players. And Manager Ron Yeats,
who had the last word on the mat-
ter, believes that he can fill any
gap that may appear, or find a
successor to a departing player if
there isn't 2lready one on the gtaff.

Milton Road,

League Leaders in telecommunications,

from strength to strength.

Internationally respected for their technological advances,

Plessey are also one of Merseyside’s largest employers.
Study their form. They’re worth watching.

Another Great Team

Plessey grow

PLESSEY TELECOMMUNICATIONS LTD.
(off Edge Lane), Liverpool L7 9NW

PLESSEY Z=




Cought up, as I have been with
two matches a week, most of my
comments in this wlumn have been
about the first team affairs. But
that doesn’t mean that the reserves

and the juniors have been over-
looked., Far from it. 'Throughout
all the times of frustration I have
known this season (and there are
very few managers in the land
who aren’t suffering the same way)
I have never lost sight of the fact
that here at Prenton Park we have
a splendid pool of young players,
lads who wouldn’t let us down if
thrown in at the deep end of
League football,

This has been demonstrated in
the Floodlit League in which we
remain unbeaten and in which we
have taken on opposition away from
home that has had up to six first-
teamers in its ranks,

One of the most encouraging
features of the first team in
recent weeks is the way John
Seasman has re-emerged and now

that he is a year older and a vear
stronger than he was when last he
got his chance, John has been
shaping up very well indeed.

There are places we go where
the opposition officials just can’t
believe that players like Dickie
Johnson, Seasman, Steve Coppell,
Mark Palios and Bobby Tynan are
all products of our youth team and
all li:ound or below the 20 age
mark.

_ But getting back to the Reserves,
it was good to hear reports about
Les Parry, who is again showing
the sort of form that made Rovers
think two years ago that they had
unearthed another Roy McFarland.
Les might well have achieved
that eminence by now but for a
terrible run of injuries and one can
only hope that he has all his
troubles behind him.

We are at home to Chester on
Wednesday night. Come and see .
what T mean.

SPEKE RUBBER CO. LTD.

BEREYS BUILDINGS,
GEORGE STREET,
LIVERPOOL 23

for:— Industrial Rubber and Leather Footwear,
Donkey Jackets, Aprons, Gloves, Hosepipes
“Protective Clothing” and “Everything in Rubber”
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The Tailor with the personal touch

... You really
do meet

Jacobs!

Hes a very
real person

At HYMAN JACOBS, Mr. Jacobs
is not just a “gimmick” for ad-
vertising. His activities are not
sconfined to remote control of a
big business . . but to satisfying
'your personal tailoring needs,
 Come and see us and you will
& discover that your requirements
are his interest., All garments are
cut. fitted and hand-tailored on
the premises in our recognised
first-class style and finish, under
the personal supervision of Mr.
Hyman Jacobs.

Do you know we carry over 12,000
patterns of the newest materials.

This signature on & suit [abel
1Sy persondl dAdrantéd
hand craftsmansip-

<

| AWARD WINNER
TAILOR & CUTTER
EXHIBITION

WELCOME

A AOR THE AN I A HURKY
g%ESFgEI:ﬂADE TO MEASURE

249 GRANGE RD (Charing Cross)
BIRKENHEAD Tel 647 8696

N TAULORS IV BHEAD SINGE /1890 ¥



Funeral Undertakers

and
Coach Hirers

J. W. BELL AND SONS,

DIAL HOUSE,
PASTURE ROAD
MORETON

677 5057

NOEL KELLY SPORT

22 ALLPORT LANE, BROM

for QUALITY SPORTSWEAR AN

(Suppliers to Tralimere ]

Bolko -
Engineering
Co.

Ltd.

Mersey Park Works

65-67 SIDNEY ROAD,
BIRKENHEAD 142 5LZ
Tel: 051 - 647 7874

MECHANICAL ENGINEERS
wish Tranmere Rovers F.C.

success in ‘Kngineering'
their skills into all their goals

(White shirts,

Dick JOHNSON
Dave WEBB

Ray MATHIAS
Ronnie MOORE
John PHILPOTTS
VEITCH
Steve COPPELL
Bobby TYNAN
Tommy YOUNG
Mark PALIOS

. Steve PEPLOW

Tommy

© W 2.0 ol 20 i

P
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Sub:

Tranmere Rovers -
blue shorts)

|

Referee:

LES HAYES
(Doncaster)

Linesmen:

(Red flag)
N. HAYES

(Yellow flag)
N, MIDGLY

Bulk Embroiderers
to the trade only

LANCASHIRE
PLEATING CO. LTD.
Lees Road,
Kirkby Industrial Estate,
Liverpool L33 7SA

WALLASEY I D 5 l

HARRISON DRIVE SHOWRO(
MORRIS

AUSTIN wo.
Telephone* 639 6181




LY SPORTS SHOP

' LANE, BROMBOROUGH

RTSWEAR AND EQUIPMENT

to Trat}mere Rovers)

Commercial Vehicle repairs
Deisel and Braking Specialists

LEASOWE
LIFTING SERVICES

(Portners B, & R. Horner)

167 LEASOWE ROAD,
WALLASEY, L45 8PA.
LORRY MOUNTED CRANES FOR HIRE
Tel: 051 638 1670 ond 638 2400

Swindon Town
Referee:
LES HAYES 1. Jim BARRON
(Doncaster)
2. John McLAUGHLIN
3. John TROLLOPE
4., Terry HUBBARD
-i 5. Ron POTTER
6. Joe BUTLER
J 7. Dave MOSS
8. Wilf DIXON
Linesmen: 9. Peter EASTOE
(Red flag)
N. HAYES 10. Hugh McLEAN
11. Tom JENKINS
(Yellow flag)
N. MIDGLY Sub:

FOLLOW THE TEAM
IN COMFORT

HARDINGS

Sat. October 26th—
WREXHAM v ROVERS

Depart Charing Cross 12-30 p.m.
65p return

BOOK NOW—
647 7831
638 3418

MOTOSOUNDS WIRRAL
XRTDS

CAR RADIO SPECIALISTS
Car Radio & Stereo Service

150 Mill Lane, Wallasey L44 3AG
Tel: 051 - 638 8890

' D 5 LIMITED

VE SHOWROOMS, WALLASEY
USTIN : WOLSELEY : MG

yhone* 639 6181/2/3/4

CONSULT

STEPHENS

THE FUNERAL DIRECTORS
of

BIRKENHEAD
and BEBINGTON




TRANMERE ROVERS FIXTURES 197475

. Attendances
Scorers Homie AWy
sat. Aug. | 7=—AFC BOURNEMOUTH H G-I 3,141
wed. Aug. 21=—Southport FL Cup A 2—0 Crossiey. Young 14.816
Sat. Aug. 24—Crystal Palace A 1—2 C(rossley, penalty 2348
saf. Aug. 31=—ALDERSHOT H 2—0 Coppell, Allen ' 5511
Tue. Sept. 3—Swindon Town A 0—0 .
sat. Sept. T—Plymouth Argyle A l—dt Allen 8.638
Wed, Sept. 11—WEST HAM (L Cup) H 0—0 2933
Fri. Sept. 13—PORT VALE H 1—0 o.q. »
Wed. Sept. 18—Waest Ham 0—6 2.900
Sat. Sept. 21—Walsall A 0—2 4276
Wed. Sept. 25—Chestesfield A 0Ol 4015
A TR R R —
ue. t. ariton ‘hietic s '
Fri. Oct. 4—HALIFAX TOWN H 3—1 Coppell, Peplow, Tynan 2,584
Fri. Oct. 11—>Southend United A 0—1
Sat. Oct. 19—HUDDERSFIELD H
Mon. Oct, 21—SWINDON TOWN H
Sat. Qct. 26—Wrexham A
Sat, Nov. 2—BRICHTON H
Sat. Nov. 9—Crimsby Town A
Fri. Nov. 15—PRESTON N. E. H
Sat. Nov. 23—F A. Cup Ist rd. »
Mon. Dec. 2 -—PETERBOROUGH H
Fri. Dec. 6—Lolchester Utd. A NORTHERN FLOODLIT LEAGUE
Sat. Dec. 14—F.A. Cup 2nd rd. CHALLENGE CUp
sat. Dec. 21—BURY H Wed, Sept. 4—PORT VALE H o 1—
Thu. Dec. 26—FPort Vale A Wed. Sept. 11—Chester A
Sat. Dec. 28—~WATFORD H Wed, Sepf. 18—CREWE ALEX. H o 4]
Sat. Jan. 4—Peterborcugh U, A Wed. “ept. 25—Stockport Co. A 2=l
frl. Jan. 10—COLCHESTER U. H Tues. Oct. 8—Port Vale A
Sat. Jan. 18—Hereford United A Mon. Oct. 21—Crewe Alex A
Sat. Jan, 25—Cillingham A Wed. Oct, 23—CHESTER H
grt SO CRTE -SRI SR TOWN A Wed. Oct. 30—STOCKPORT C. H
at. Feb. 8—Brighton
Fri. Feb. 14—GILLINGHAM H NORTHERN FLOODLIT LEACUE
Sat. Feb. 22—Preston North End A Wed. Nov. 6—CHESTER H
Sat. Mar, 1—Aldershot A Mon. Nov. 11—Crewe Alex A
Fri. Mor. 7—-CHESTERFIELD H wed, Nov., 20—TELFORD H
Sat. Mar. 15—Blackburn R. A Wed. Nov. 27—Stockport C. A
Wed. Mar. 19—AFC Bournemouth A Wed. Dec. 11—PORT VALE H
Fri. Mar. 2I—PLYMOUTH A. H Wed. Dec. 18—Shrewsbury A
Fri. Mar, 28B—WALSALL H Wed, Jan. B—WREXHAM H
Sat. Mar 29—Bury A Wed. Jan. 15—Hereford Utd. A
Fri. Apr. 4—WREXHAM H Wed. Jan. 22—HEREFORD UTD. H
Mon, Aor. T—CHARLTON H Wed, Jan. 290—Chester A
Sat. Apr. 12—Halifax Town A Wed. Feb. 5—CREWE ALEX H
Mon. Apr, 14-—~Watfnrd A Wed, Apr. 14—Wrexham A
Fri. Apr. 18—SOUTHE H Mon. Feb. 10—Telford Utd A
Mon. Apr, ?T—JCRYSTAL PALACE H Wed. Feb, 26—STOCKPORT C H
Sat. Apr. 26—Huddersfield A Tues. Mar. 11—Port Vale A
Sa*., May 3—FA Cup Final Wed. Mar. 19—SHREWSBURY H

FOR CITROEN ON WIRRAL {

MOTOR SERVICES
(BEBINGTON) LTD.

A
D

FINA PETROL — 7 a.m. - 10 p.m. Daily. 8 a.m. - 9 p.m. Sunday.

l KINGS ROAD, BEBINGTON — 051 - 608 1661 ‘

==
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Self-Reliance was Carter’s

greatest
quality

By 1

RONALD CROWTHER
of the DAILY MAIL

who continues his series on the

‘Soccer Untouchables’ I

In the days before somebody hit
upon the idea of the long and

sometimes misleading grooming
process of ‘under 23 footbzll’ a

player was old enough ag soon as
he was good enough to step into
England’s senior side.

In the pre-war era ‘Raich’
Carter was one of a distinguished
pride of young lions who were
picked to play for their country
before they were old enough to vote,
And Carter wag certainly good
enough — not only to be an inter-
national star at 20 but also to win
a League championship medal and
to captain Sunderland to an F.A.
Cup triumph by the age of 23.

Like so many of his great con-
temporaries, Carter was a brilliant
product of an age of self-expression
in soccer when players were un-
fettered by pre-match planning
and encouraged instead to go out
and play it off the cuff. With his
geniug for creative ingide-forward
play and his built-in contempt for
inefficient opponents. no man was
better equipped to do so.

Snlit second decisions and swift
tactical appraisal of situations came
so easily and naturally that
Carter’s supreme confidence was
often mistaken for arrogance,

But, above all his other qualities
it was his self-reliance that made
him into one of the outstanding
craftsmen of two separate eras.

As was the case with other stars
his generation, his career was
seven vears of

of
interrupted by

1n

war. But immediately on its resump-
tion the man who was then a
silver-haired veteran demonstrated
with his devastating displays for
England and Derby that the kind
of skill he had shown for Sunder-
land could not be eroded.

I still regard the productive
Bartnerslup he shared with Peter
oherty at Derby as the greatest
club inside-forward combination I
have ever seen. Without this pair
Derby would have been a very
ordinary team. With them they were
a magnificent Cup-winning side.

Soccer writers raved about what
they desecribed as their duet for
four feet. Each man was a match-
winner and a superb entertainer in
his own right. And when the pair
were on peak form together few
sides could live with Derby.

Between them there was a
healthy, bantering rivalry that kept
them at concert pitch, Each con-
fessed to just a tinge of jealousy
about the class of the other one.
Each fried to outshine the other.
Yet, with all their defence-splitting
ideas they were always so much on

the same wavelength that they
blended in a wonderful way,

I recall the uproar when they
suddenly pulled off their two-
man penalty manoeurve. Carter
strolled up to the spot, casually

stroked the ball' to his right for
Docherty to race in from the edge
of the box and to slam it into the

(continued on page 12)



RONALD CROWTHER (continued)

net. Fans to whom such originality
was unheard of believed it was a
breach of the laws,

Years later when many people
began to marvel at the powers of
Puskas — especially after his four
goals flourish in a European Cup
final at Hampden — I drew atten-

ooooooooooooo

tion to the remarkable similarity of
his style with that of Carter. Each
man had a lethal left foot. Each
was a great team man as well as
a brilliant individualist. And e2ch
had his career rudely interrupted
and yet came back like a good wine
— all the better for maturity.

A coach will he departing from the Supporters Office next Saturday
for the match at Wrexham, Will all members of the Senior and Junior
Branches book their seats early. Why not call into the Supporters Office
after today’s game. New members welcome.

sensen

Bromborough Paint & Building Supplies Ltd.

38 VILLAGE RD., BROMBOROUGH. Building Dept. BRIDLE RD., EASTHAM

Telephone 051 - 334 1237/8/9.

Telephone 051 - 327 5661/2/3

We carry large stocks of all general building and decorating materials. We can
also offer a 24 hour delivery service to all parts of Cheshire and North Wales

Hours of business. Mon. to Fri. 8 a.m. to 530 p.m. — Sat. 8 a.m. until 1 p.m.
Our Ansaphone Service is available during hours of closing




PLAY SAFE!

Brew Overall Co. Ltd.

OFFER YOU

EVERY TYPE OF . PROTECTIVE CLOTHING
FOR EVERY INDUSTRY  OR SERVICE

from:— BOILER SUITS, BIB & BRACE JACKETS and TROUSERS
to:— APRONS, HEADGEAR AND BOOTS ETC.

or:— TO YOUR SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS.

For Quick and Efficient Service with
TOP OF THE LEAGUE QUALITY YOU WILL SCORE EVERY TIME

76-80 ISLINGTON,
LIVERPOOL, L3 8LG
Telephones 051 - 207 2453 and 2454




The Professionals

Rovers, who have pioneered so
many things in the last dozen or
so years, will break more new
ground next February on the eve
of their return match with Alder-
shot on Saturday, March 1st.

One of the good friends of the
club, and a past lg{yest of honour at
our Celebrity Dinners, is Major
General Sir James Wilson, who
will take over ag G.0.C, Aldershot
Command in December.

With this in mind, Manager Ron
Yeats, who played for the Army
while stationed at Aldershot dur-
ing National Service, had the idea
of taking the team down their the

week before our mateh at the
Recreation Ground and billeting
them with the Army. The days
ahead of the match could be used
to meet and coach Army football-
ers, to play against an Army tezm
at the splendid stadium they have
on the camp and to coach and in-

struet  young soldiers kecn on
football.
The Army Sports Council has

jumped at the chance to entertain
Rovers on those lines and so Tran-
mere will blaze a new trail when,

ag one publicist put it, ‘The
Professionals meet the Profess-
ionals'. .

THE MAN IN THE MIDDLE

LES HAYES of Doncaster. A
foundry foreman. Married with two
daughters, he. refereed in the
Doncaster  Bently League, the
Yorkshire and Northern Premier
Leagues before graduating on to
the League list via the Line. A

linesman in a European Cup match
in Denmark in 1972, he refereed
the 1972 Northern Premier League
Watney Cup Final. His interests
outside soccer include swimming,
cricket and motoring.

&9

‘LEACUE TABLE — PIVISION THREE

Home
w

Blackbnrn
Peterboro
Colchester
Preston
Swindon
Walsall
Crystal
Watford
Southend
Charlton
Plymouth
Bury
Hereford
Port Vale
Brnemouth
Grimsby
Chesterficld
Wrexham
Halifax T
Brighton
Huddersficld
Tranmere
Aldershot
Gillingham
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This space reserved for

MOTO SOUNDS
170 MILL LANE
WALLASEY
WIRRAL

Catering Co. Ltd.

Contract Caterers

579 BOROUGH ROAD
BIRKENHEAD

Phones 652 1689 and 608 4212

David Warwick Properties Ltd ‘

86-88 WALLASEY ROAD, WALLASEY. Tel: 051 1 638 2222

R, P — —
"

BUILDERS - ESTATE AGENTS - PROPERTY DEVELOPERS

We purchase Property (Investment and Residential) and Land

Camping, Sailing &
PRENTON PARK CAMPING & SPORTS CENTRE Fishing Specialist
(IPacing Tranmere Rovers Football Stadium) (Cash Discount)

14 PRENTON ROAD WEST, BIRKENHEAD Tel: 0b. 608 1114

ALBION HOT

(Mr. and Mrs. C. A. Melville)
A FIRST CLASS RESIDENTIAL HOTEL

FULLY LICENSED, H & C WATER ALL ROOMS, CENTRAL HEATING
COLOUR TV LOUNGE

Room available fior Private Functions
JOHN SMITH’S MAGNET ALES

MONTPELLIER CRESCENT, NEW BRIGHTON
051 - 639 1983

- . - =



Birkennead & Distrigt Co-opevawve Soeciety Ltd

WE ARE ‘TOPS’FOR ALL
WINES & SPIRITS

E. Shaw & C Ltd., Church Road, Wallasey



